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Course DescripƟon:  

Students are guided through the creaƟve processes of wriƟng scenes for the stage, 
TV, and film. The building of character and plot is examined as well as the industry 
standard formats for wriƟng in these media. Group and team work is encouraged as 
well as discussions, criƟque and analysis of the narraƟve techniques used in exisƟng 
stage plays and films.  

  

Prerequisites:  

40 Credits 

Students will not be able to take the four-credit version of this course if they had 
previously taken this three-credit course. 

 

 
  



Richmond American University London 

Aims and ObjecƟves:  

This course aims to introduce students to a variety of narraƟve scripts, providing 
them the theoreƟcal knowledge base to criƟcally analyse central issues such as how 
to format a script, idenƟfy the narraƟve structure of a script, and build character and 
plot. Students will put theory into pracƟce as they try their hand at creaƟng scenes 
for film, stage and television.   

  

Programme Outcomes:  

A5I 

B5I 

C5I, II 

D5II 

A detailed list of the programme outcomes is found in the Programme SpecificaƟon. 
This is maintained by Registry and located at: 
hƩps://www.richmond.ac.uk/programme-and-course-specificaƟons/  

  

Learning Outcomes:  

By the end of this course, successful students should be able to:  

Demonstrate a detailed understanding of contemporary theories and pracƟces in 
script wriƟng.  

• Demonstrate a detailed understanding of how different audiences and 
cultures perceive, consume and understand scripted narraƟves.  

• Deliver work with limited supervision to a given brief, referencing their 
sources and ideas where relevant and using a problem-solving approach.  

• Exercise a degree of independent and informed criƟcal judgement in analysis. 

• Demonstrate their project management skills, including the ability to work 
within a group, to engage in self-reflecƟon and to employ their imaginaƟve 
abiliƟes needed to effecƟvely undertake the enƟre process required in script 
wriƟng. 

• Demonstrate the ability to adapt to non-rouƟne performance tasks using ICT 
for specific purposes as they produce original scripts and deliver a creaƟve 
porƞolio. 
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IndicaƟve Content:  

• NarraƟve structure and techniques  

• Plot development  

• Character development  

• Stage play scripts  

• Screen play scripts  

• Seƫngs  

• CreaƟng effecƟve and believable dialogue  

 

Assessment:  

This course conforms to the University Assessment Norms approved at Academic 
Board: hƩps://www.richmond.ac.uk/university-policies/  

 

      Teaching Methodology:  

Each session includes an interacƟve discussion on a parƟcular approach or theory. 
The structure and narraƟve techniques of various film and theatre pieces are 
examined through readings and the viewing of video extracts. Classes are structured 
around a series of wriƟng workshops, which lead to the creaƟon of scenes for the 
stage and for the screen. Regularly, these scenes are performed in class readings and 
then criƟqued by the group. Group discussions aid in the development of the way a 
parƟcular student’s piece might develop. Guidance and appraisal techniques also 
include one-to-one sessions with the lecturer.  
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